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EVENTS, SUNSHINE AND THE NEW YORK TIMES!
May is a fantastic time to be at Gladstone’s 
Library. Not only have we just released tickets 
for Gladfest, but our programme of residential 
courses is in full swing, and we have a fantastic 
selection of evening events with our Writers in 
Residence to look forward to.

The weather outside is beautiful, meaning that 
if you’re staying with us you can really take 
advantage of the stunning walks and scenery 
Hawarden has to offer.

Gladstone’s Library has also been named one of 

the 10 coolest B&Bs in Britain by The Telegraph, 
and been featured in a fantastic piece in the 
New York Times – do read on for the full article.

We hope to welcome you back to Gladstone’s 
Library soon!

INTERVIEW: FIERCE 
IMAGININGS WITH 
RACHEL MANN

‘Remembrance gets shifted by factors like the evolving nature 
of war and Britain’s position in the world. So, for example, the 
Second World War inevitably affected how people picture the 
remembrance rituals created by the Great War.

I think many of us thought they’d die out in the 90s, but as 
Britain has negotiated increasingly complex questions of 
community, identity and faith, it’s fascinating to see how 
remembrance rituals – e.g. wearing a poppy – have been 
taken as markers of some kinds of identities…’ - Rachel Mann

Rachel Mann began writing poetry, liturgy and short 
stories in the late 90s and has also written feminist liturgical 
theology, cultural history and is a regular contributor to 
the Church Times. Rachel has published three books: Fierce 
Imaginings, Dazzling Darkness and The Risen Dust.

Tuesday 4th – Thursday 6th July, Rachel leads a course at 
Gladstone’s Library entitled ‘Fierce Imaginings – The Great 
War: Symbol, Memory and God.’ The course explores the 
way the Great War is still with us, as well as the place of 
war in Christian, feminist and liberal thinking. It includes 
sessions such as Poppies: Who is Worthy of Remembrance in 
Post-Brexit Britain?, Cenotaph: Do Public Memorials Help us 
Forget?, and Battlefield: How does Land hold the Memory of 
War?

The full interview can be found on the Gladstone’s Library 
blog.

GLADFEST TICKETS 
ONSALE NOW!

Tickets are now onsale for our most popular 
event of the year, Gladfest, which takes place 
1st - 3rd September!

This year’s festival programme includes Mike 
Scott on uncovering the real Shakespeare, 
Dan Richards on mountaineering, Rebecca 
Farmer on her poetry and that of Louis 
MacNeice, Liz Flanagan on writing landscapes 
(workshop), Kate Hamer on her new book The 
Doll Funeral, Matthew Bradley on the popular 
culture of Sherlock Holmes (workshop), 
Louisa Young on writing the recent past and 
Angela Topping reading poems composed 
during her 2013 Residency at Gladstone’s 
Library.

Weekend Tickets are priced at £55, Day 
Tickets at £30 and Workshop Tickets at £40. 
Individual event tickets are priced from £7.

If you cannot attend but would like to 
support our independent festival, you can 
become a Gladvocate and support Gladfest 
from afar!

For the full lineup and more information, 
please call Reception on 01244 532350 or 
pop into the Library.

THE END OF EUROPE: AN 
EVENING WITH POLITICAL 
WRITER IN RESIDENCE 
JAMES KIRCHICK

Tuesday, 13th June | 8pm sharp

Join our second Political Writer in 
Residence of 2017 for an evening 
considering Europe’s future.

James Kirchick, author of The End of 
Europe: Dictators, Demagogues and 
the Coming Dark Age, argues that 
though Europe was once the world’s 
bastion of liberal, democratic values, 
it is now having to confront demons 
it thought it had laid to rest. Based 
on extensive first-hand reporting, 
The End of Europe examines a 
continent in crisis.

James Kirchick is a journalist and 
foreign correspondent based in 
Washington. He is a fellow with 
the Foreign Policy Initiative in 
Washington D.C., a correspondent 
for The Daily Beast and writes the 
‘Continental Drift’ column on Europe 
for Tablet.

Tickets are priced at £15 which 
includes a copy of  James’s book.

Call 01244 532350 to book.
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APOCALYPSE 
THEN AND NOW!

THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION: 
AN EVENING 
WITH WRITER IN 
RESIDENCE RUTH 
SCURR

LEARN A LANGUAGE IN A WEEK!
Sound like a challenge?

Our range of residential language 
courses is designed for language-
lovers of all abilities. Stay with us for a 
week in the tranquil surroundings of 
Gladstone’s Library, perfect for study, 
and leave able to converse in another 
language.

If you have an interest in biblical texts, 
we’ve New Testament Greek (31st 
July – 6th August) and Biblical Hebrew 
(7th – 13th August). For those wishing 
to progress their studies in Latin, how 
about Latin in a Week (14th – 20th 
August) or Latin Second Steps (4th – 
8th September)? Or, for those with a 
desire to converse more fluently in a 
language a little closer to home, try 
Welsh in a Week (21st – 27th August) 
and leave able to hold a conversation 
with your Welsh neighbours and 
friends!

All courses are available on either 
a residential or a non-residential 
basis. For residents, all meals and 
accommodation are included. Pick 
up a drink from the honesty bar and 
converse with your fellow residents in 
the stunning Gladstone Room into the 
evening. For non-residents, full use of 
the Library facilities comes with the 
package and free time for a wander 
outside is built in! For both options, 
there is ample opportunity to meet 
likeminded individuals and enjoy 
relaxation and dialogue – either in 
your native or most recently-learned 
tongue!

Student and clergy discounts apply. 

To find out more about our 
programme of language courses and 
to book, please call 01244 532350.

GLADSTONE’S LIBRARY IN THE NEW 
YORK TIMES!
We were delighted to be 
featured in the New York Times 
in a wonderful piece about what 
Gladstone’s Library stands for. The 
title of the piece was ‘A Refuge 
for Liberal Values Beneath a Stern 
Victorian Gaze’. 
Thank you to Stephen Castle for 

visiting the Library and for putting 
together this fantastic coverage.
We were also named one of the 
10 coolest B&Bs in Britain by The 
Telegraph.
A digital version of both features 
can be found online. 

24th – 28th July

Kalyan Dey returns to 
Gladstone’s Library following his 
very popular courses on John’s 
Gospel and the writings of Paul 
to look at the most controversial 
and misunderstood book of the 
New Testament - the Book of 
Revelation.

Kalyan will attempt to liberate 
this fascinating book from its 
many crude and frightening 
misinterpretations.

Come prepared to read and 
discuss!

Residential prices start from 
£410, non-residential from £290. 
Discount rates for clergy and 
students apply.

For more information or to book, 
please call 01244 532350.

Tuesday, 18th July | 8pm

Ruth Scurr’s history of the French 
Revolution was praised by Hilary 
Mantel as ‘the calmest and least 
abusive history of the Revolution 
you will ever read’ and chosen as 
a Times best book of the decade.

Join the author and historian 
as she explores this fascinating 
subject.

Ruth Scurr is a writer, historian 
and literary critic. She teaches 
history and politics at Cambridge 
University where she is a Lecturer 
and Fellow of Gonville & Caius 
College. Ruth’s biography of John 
Aubrey was shortlisted for the 
James Tait Black Biography Prize.

Tickets are priced at £15 which 
includes a copy of Ruth’s book.

Food for Thought will be open for 
dinner, 6.45pm - 7.15pm, which 
must be booked in advance.

To book your place, please call 
01244 532350.

COMING 
UP NEXT 
MONTH…

WRITING A LIFE: A 
MASTERCLASS ON 
BIOGRAPHICAL WRITING 
WITH WRITER IN 
RESIDENCE RUTH SCURR. 
29TH JULY.
A MASTERCLASS WITH 
KATHERINE ANGEL. 28TH 
- 29TH JULY.

JUNE JELLY 
DAY

Thursday, 8th June | 10am - 
4pm

Jelly Days are for freelancers 
or those who work from 
home and are a chance 
to work in different 
surroundings amongst like-
minded people. The principle 
behind Jelly is simple - 
just bring your laptop or 
whatever you need to work, 
and share our space, free 
Wi Fii and sweet treats with 
other workers.

This event will take place 
in Food for Thought and is 
completely free to attend. 

Booking is essential. To book, 
please call 01244 532350.


