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Hello and welcome to Gladfest 2019  
 
It’s 2019, it’s Gladfest number SEVEN and once again, 
our little festival brings some of the best writers in the 
world to Hawarden. Award-winning novelists Patrick 
Gale and Sally Vickers return with their latest books, 
while Sarah Perry, Michael Nobbs and Oliver Emanuel 
run new and exclusive writing masterclasses.  
 
The literary world is buzzing with news of Damian Barr’s 
first novel and it’ll be right here with us, and the buzz 
continues with Kit de Waal, Alix Nathan and Suzette A. 
Hill who’ll all be sharing their new writing. 
 
A s always, it’s not just fiction! Melanie Reid, Damian Le 
Bas and Dan Richards share their journeys while some 
of the UK’s most creative minds will be showcasing their 
research: Joe Moran on shyness and creativity, Danny 
Dorling on Brexit, Charlotte Higgins on labyrinths, 
Rachel Hewitt on women in the mountains. And we 
remember William Gladstone with our 19th century 
strand – Deborah Wynne on Victorian recycling, Claire 
O’Callaghan on Emily Brontë and Simon Grennan on 
comic strips.  
 
Plus there are spiritual reflections with Pádraig Ó Tuama 

and Zia Chaudhry, life reflections with actor Neil 

Pearson and a look to the future of local with Tamara 

Harvey and Charlie Gladstone.  

 
Event room & locations with be announced at the 
festival so keep an eye out for our boards around the 
site.   



 
We’ll see you in September!  
With love from the Gladfest team  
 
Psst… we’ve got special discounts for people travelling 
to us on Arriva buses – check gladfest.co.uk for details!  
 
Prices 
Weekend Ticket £55 | Includes any 10 talks across the 
weekend 
Day Tickets £30 | Includes any 5 talks on one day  
Masterclasses | £45 per session  
Individual talks | £7 each 
 
How to book 
Phone: 01244 532350 
Email: enquiries@gladlib.org 
Online: gladfest.co.uk  
Location: Pop into Reception  
 
All tickets are non-transferable and non-refundable  
 
  

mailto:enquiries@gladlib.org


Gladfest 2019 – What’s on When 
 
Friday 6th September  
 

Talk: 6:00pm – 7:00pm Melanie Reid; The World I 
Fell Out Of  
In 2010, The Times journalist Melanie Reid fell from her 
horse. Paralysed from the chest down, she was to 
spend almost a year in hospital, determinedly working 
towards gaining as much movement in her limbs as 
possible. The World I Fell Out Of is an account of that 
year, and the untold ‘backstory’ behind Melanie’s award-
winning ‘Spinal Column’. 
 
Talk: 8:00pm - 9:00pm: Theatr Clywd; Pavilion 
Dance. Drink. Fight. Snog. Friday night, music pounds, 
lager flows, lust grinds and fists fly. This small, run-down 
town in a forgotten corner of Wales is filled with big 
personalities and even bigger egos. Writer Emily White 
and director Tamara Harvey preview their new comedy.   
 
Saturday 7th September 
 
Talk: 10:00am – 11:00am: Joe Moran; Paying Close 
Attention 
Joe is a cultural historian whose work focuses on 
shyness and the everyday. His most recent book, First 
You Write a Sentence, traces the histories of some 
notably shy British figures, from Agatha Christie to 
George Best, and is a celebration of how good writing 
can help us to live more meaningful lives. Join Joe as he 
ponders the link between shyness, creativity and 
observing the everyday.   



 
Talk: 10:00am – 11:00am: Suzette A. Hill; The Rosy 
Gilchrist Novels 
Rosy Gilchrist works at the British Museum and lives a 
quiet, blameless life – until in 1952 her aunt is murdered.  
Rosy goes on to solve crimes in four more novels, 
including the most recent, The Cambridge Plot. Join 
Suzette as she introduces her pitch-perfect tribute to 
crime-writing’s golden age.   
 
Talk: 11:30am – 12:30pm: Gladfest discusses…; 
Writing and Power 
Our first ever ‘Gladfest discusses…’ session! A panel of 
Gladfest speakers, including Damian Barr and Kit de 
Waal, take on the relationship between writing and 
power, exploring some of the most significant historic 
and contemporary examples.   
 
Talk: 11:30am – 12:30pm: Simon Grennan; Drawing 
in Drag 
In 2017 Simon found an illustrated novel (published in 
1877) at Chetham’s Library, The Story of a Honeymoon 
was written and illustrated by Charles H. Ross and 
Ambrose Clarke. But Ambrose Clarke was, in fact, the 
cross-dressing, comic-strip-writing, very-much-female 
Marie Duval. Simon tells of his extraordinary discovery. 
 
THERE’S POETRY, MUSIC & SNACKS AT 
GLADFEST FRINGE! 
 
Talk: 1:00pm – 2:00pm: Kit De Waal; Knowing Your 
Place? 



Kit doesn’t only write bestselling fiction: as editor, 
fundraiser, and promoter she has been the energy 
behind a 2018 anthology of contemporary working-class 
writing. A collection of essays, poems and memoir, 
Common People celebrates working-class stories. Kit 
talks to the Library’s Director of Collections and 
Research, Louisa Yates.  
 
Talk: 2:30pm – 3:30pm: Danny Dorling; Peak 
Inequality, Brexit and Rule Britannia 
'The must-read book about Brexit’, Rule Britannia 
suggests that whatever the outcome, Britain must 
consider its past if it is ever to make sense of its future. 
Positioning the EU referendum as the last gasp of 
Empire, Danny argues that in reconciling itself to a new 
beginning, Britain has a chance to carve out a new 
national identity… 
 
Talk: 2:30pm – 3:30pm: Gladfest discusses…; 
Poetry and Mental Health 
After a wonderful Hearth session last year, we’re 
bringing poetry and what it can mean for mental health 
to Hearth’s older sibling. Join Angela Topping, Angi 
Holden and Deborah Alma, three of the North-West’s 
best poets, for a panel discussion that reflects the 
written word’s power to express, articulate, and respond 
to mental health. 
 
Talk: 4:00pm - 5:00pm: Pádraig Ó Tuama; In the 
Shelter  
‘It is in the shelter of each other that the people live.’ 
Drawing on this Irish saying, Pádraig relates ideas of 
shelter and welcome to journeys of life using poetry, 



story, biblical reflection and prose to open up gentle 
ways of living well in a troubled world. He talks to the 
Library’s Warden, Peter Francis. 
 
4:00pm – 5:00pm: Alix Nathan; The Warlow 
Experiment 
Herbert Powyss longs to make his mark in the field of 
science. He hits on a radical experiment: for seven 
years a subject will inhabit three rooms in a manor 
house cellar, in isolation. Only one man is desperate 
enough to apply: John Warlow. The experiment, an 
Enlightenment exercise gone more than a little mad, has 
unforeseen consequences for all... 
 
5:30pm – 6:30pm: Salley Vickers; The Librarian  
In 1958 Sylvia Blackwell takes a job as a children’s 
librarian in a run-down library in the market town of East 
Mole. But her love affair with the local married GP 
threatens her job and the very existence of the library. 
The Librarian is a moving testament to the joy of reading 
and the power of books to change and inspire us all. 
 
5:30pm – 6:30pm: Damian Le Bas; The Stopping 
Places 
Damian grew up surrounded by Gypsy history, but his 
own experience of life on the road was limited to Ford 
Transit journeys from West Sussex to Hampshire to sell 
flowers. In a bid to better understand his heritage, 
Damian set out on a journey to discover the stopping 
places – the old encampment sites known only to 
Travellers… 
 



LINGER FOR DINNER IN FOOD FOR THOUGHT 6PM 
– 8PM 
 
8:30pm – 9:30pm: Neil Pearson; A Life in Books 
Neil has appeared in the film adaptions of Nick Hornby’s 
Fever Pitch and Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary, 
as well as producing The Missing Hancocks for BBC 
Radio 4. But he is also an antiquarian book dealer, and 
has recently spent much of his time curating the archive 
of the late Alan Rickman. Join Neil for a fascinating hour 
as he discusses his life in books.  
 
Sunday 9th September  
 
Talk: 10:00am - 11:00am: Patrick Gale; Take Nothing 
With You  
Patrick’s 16th novel tells the story of fifty-something 

Eustace, a gay Londoner of leisure. In the same week 

that he falls hopelessly in love with a man he has yet to 

physically meet, he finds out he has cancer of the 

thyroid. During radioactive iodine therapy, his memories 

come circling back… 

 
Talk: 10:00am - 11:00am: Dan Richards; Outpost 
There ARE still wild places on our crowded planet, and 
Dan has spent the last few years visiting some of them. 
From Roald Dahl’s writing hut to frozen Russian ghost 
towns now only home to bears, Dan asks: why are we 
drawn to wilderness? And what does the future hold for 
outposts on the edge? 
 



Talk: 11:30am - 12:30pm: Charlie Gladstone & 
Tamara Harvey; What Are We Doing Here?  
Two key figures in the cultural renaissance of our local 
area (Artistic Director of Theatr Clwyd, Tamara Harvey, 
and founder of Pedlars and The Good Life Experience, 
Charlie Gladstone) talk to the Library’s Warden, Peter 
Francis, about their cultural plans for the year and hopes 
for the future. 
 
Talk: 11:30am – 12:30pm: Deborah Wynne; Reading 
Victorian Rags 
Charles Dickens was fascinated by how the clothing of 
the very poor was converted into the paper on which his 
novels were printed. Children in rags appear repeatedly 
in his novels, and he showed that they could be 
‘recycled’ into educated citizens, just as the filthy rags 
they wore could be recycled into books. Deborah 
explores Dickens’s fascination with the link between 
rags, children and paper.  
 
Talk: 1:00pm - 2:00pm: Pádraig Ó Tuama 
& Zia Chaudhry; Bridging the Divide 
In a time of upheaval and division, what can be done to 
find a common ground? Join Pádraig (leader of 
Corrymeela, Ireland’s oldest peace and reconciliation 
organisation), and Zia (Director of Liverpool John 
Moore’s Foundation for Citizenship) in conversation with 
Peter Francis.  
 
FANCY A DRINK? HEAD OUT TO THE FRINGE! 
 

Talk: 1:00pm - 2:00pm: Claire O’Callaghan; Emily 
Brontë Reappraised 



Emily Brontë: misanthropic, enigmatic, awkward. But 
was she? In this biography with a twist, Claire conjures 
up a new portrait of one of the English canon’s most 
well-known figures. Join her as she discusses Emily’s 
feminism, her passion for the natural world – and the 
‘fake news’ stories she inspired…  
 
Talk: 2:30pm - 3:30pm: Charlotte Higgins; Red 
Thread: On Mazes and Labyrinths 
The tale of how Theseus killed the Minotaur, finding his 
way out of the labyrinth using Ariadne’s ball of red 
thread, is one of the most intriguing and persistent of all 
myths. Charlotte tracks the origins of the labyrinth in the 
poems of Homer, Catullus, Virgil and Ovid, and builds 
an ingenious edifice of her own... 
 
Talk: 2:30pm - 3:30pm: Rachel Hewitt; In Her Nature: 
Women in the Mountains 
Mountaineering literature is a traditionally male-
dominated genre. But women have succeeded in 
summitting, climbing, and exploring some of the most 
extreme landscapes in the world. Rachel examines the 
spectacular life and writings of Lizzie Le Blond, 
responsible for establishing the Ladies’ Alpine Club in 
1907. 
 
Talk: 4:00pm-5:00pm: Damian Barr; You Will Be Safe 
Here  
South Africa, 1901, the height of the Boer War. Sarah 
van der Watt and her son are taken from their farm to 
Bloaemfontein Concentration Camp, where the English 
promise they will be safe. A dual narrative novel, 
partially inspired by the true contemporary story of 



Raymond Buys, You Will Be Safe Here explores our 
capacity for cruelty and kindness. Damian talks to Sarah 
Perry. 
 

Remember, our speakers will be signing books after 

their talks so be sure to buy your copies from our 

independent bookshop, and get them signed. Head 

to the Glynne Room! 

 
  



Drop-In Gladfest Fringe… 
 
This year we’ll be transforming our front lawns into the 
creative Fringe hub – a carefully-curated space bustling 
with FREE performances and stalls. Gladfest has 
worked with the Laura Ashley foundation to design 
a space with music, storytelling and open-mic poetry. No 
tickets, no booking, and no charge - come and give it a 
try! 
 
The Fringe is open from 10am on Saturday and Sunday, 
and you’ll be able to grab hot and cold refreshments too. 
Check gladfest.co.uk for the Fringe timetable. 
 
You could perform at the Fringe - visit our website to 
find out how!! 
 
Gladfest Masterclasses 
Introducing our extended practical writing sessions 
offering bespoke training with writers at the top of their 
game... 
 
Saturday 7th September 
 
Masterclass: 10:00am - 2:00pm Michael Nobbs;  
The Art of the Tiny Adventure 
In his most recent book, artist and podcaster Michael 
Nobbs urged us to take the time to think, draw and 
create. At Gladfest he shares the concept of ‘Tiny 
Adventures’. Discover what these are and how to 
make these gentle and mindful excursions for pleasure 
and inspiration a regular part of your life. 
 



Masterclass: 2:30pm - 6:30pm Sarah Perry; 
How to Write Good 
Join one of the UK’s most critically-acclaimed and 
popular novelists for an afternoon learning how to write 
‘good’, whether that means improving your sentence 
structure for maximum impact, or musing on the very 
nature of the human soul… 
 
Sunday 8th September 
 
Masterclass: 10:00am - 2:00pm Oliver Emanuel; 
What is Said and What is Not Said 
What is the secret of keeping an audience enthralled? 
What techniques do playwrights use to build tension in 
their scripts? Join Oliver for a fascinating masterclass on 
text and subtext, dramatic tension and exploring how to 
keep audiences on the edge of their seats. Suitable for 
playwrights at all levels.  
 
  



Young People’s Activities  
 
Saturday 7th & Sunday 8th September 
 

FREE space- themed craft activities!! 10am – 4pm  

We are so pleased to welcome back the InterAct 

Imaginations crew for a weekend of out-of-this-world 

sessions!  

2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the first humans 

landing on the Moon, so drop in and get stuck into a 

range of FREE space-themed craft activities. Make a 

splendid spaceman, an adorable alien or a roaring 

rocket.  

For young people and the young at heart – parents are 

welcome to stay, or why not sample a talk while your 

young one is crafting? Pop in and stay for as long as 

you like! 

 

  



Timetable 

Friday 6th September 
 
6 - 7pm Melanie Reid; The World I Fell Out 

Of 

8 - 9pm Theatr Clwyd; Pavilion 

 
Saturday 7th September  
 
10 - 11am Joe Moran; Paying Close Attention 

10 - 11am Suzette A. Hill; The Rosy Gilchrist 
Novels 

11:30am - 
12:30pm 

Gladfest 
Discusses...; 

Writing and Power  

 

11:30am - 
12:30pm 

Simon Grennan; Drawing in Drag 

1 - 2pm Kit De Waal; Knowing Your Place? 

2:30 - 
3:30pm 

Danny Dorling Peak Inequality, Brexit & 
Rule Britannia  

2:30 - 
3:30pm 

Gladfest 
Discusses...; 

Poetry and Mental 
Health 

4 - 5pm Pádraig Ó 
Tuama; 

In the Shelter 

4 - 5pm Alix Nathan;  The Warlow Experiment 

5:30 - 
6:30pm 

Salley Vickers;  The Librarian 

5:30 - 
6:30pm 

Damian Le Bas;  The Stopping Places 



8:30 - 
9:30pm 

Neil Pearson;  A Life in Books 

 
Sunday 8th September  
 
10am – 
11am 

Patrick Gale; 

 

Take Nothing With 
You 

10am – 
11am 

Dan Richards; Outpost 

11:30am – 
12:30pm 

Charlie 
Gladstone & 
Tamara Harvey;  

What Are We Doing 
Here? 

11:30am – 
12:30pm 

Deborah Wynne; Reading Victorian 
Rags 

1 - 2pm Pádraig Ó 
Tuama & Zia 
Chaudhry; 

Bridging the Divide 

1 - 2pm Claire 
O’Callaghan; 

Emily Brontë 
Reappraised 

2:30 - 
3.30pm 

Charlotte 
Higgins; 

Red Thread 

2:30 - 
3.30pm 

Rachel Hewitt; In Her Nature 

4 - 5pm Damian Barr; You Will Be Safe Here 

 
  



How to Get Here  
 
Gladstone’s Library (CH5 3DF) is located in the heart of 
Hawarden village, just six miles outside of Chester and 
15 minutes’ drive from the M56 & M53, with good public 
transport links from Chester, Liverpool, Mold and 
Wrexham. 
 
There is no Car Parking on Site During Gladfest (Blue 

Badge holders permitted) 

Free parking is located at Tinkersdale public car park, 

A550 (P1); Flintshire Record Office, Rectory Lane (P2); 

Hawarden Institute, Glynne Way (P3 - Friday & Sunday 

and after 2pm on Saturday. One way system).  

 
Opening Times  
 
Festival Site 
 
Fri: 5.30pm - 10pm  
Sat: 9.30am - 10pm  
Sun: 9.30am - 6pm 
 
Food and Drink  
 
Food for Thought is open throughout the festival and hot 
meals are available at lunchtime and in the early 
evening. There are also hot and cold drinks and snacks 
at the Gladfest Fringe.  
 
Food for Thought  
 



Fri: 5:30pm - 10pm  
Sat: 10am - 8pm (Lunch 12pm - 3pm, Dinner 6pm - 8pm) 

Sun: 10am - 6pm (Lunch 12pm - 3pm, Dinner 6pm - 8pm) 
 
With thanks to our main sponsors: 

• Arriva: A DB Company 

• Hartsheath Charitable Trust 

• Reades 

• The Ashley Family Foundation 

• Community Foundation in Wales: Sefydliad 
Cymunedol yng Nghymru 

 
Sponsor Gladfest and be here next year. Contact us for 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 


