
Gladstone’s Library, Church Lane, Hawarden, Flintshire, CH5 3DF www.gladstoneslibrary.org

Tuesday, 30th August - Thursday, 1st September

Residential prices start from £202, non-residential 
from £150. Discount rates for clergy and students 

apply.

For more information or to book, please call 01244 
532350 or email enquiries@gladlib.org.

Victorian Bestsellers

In the late nineteenth century, the word ‘bestseller’ became particularly 
associated with books. This course explores a variety of popular 

Victorian novels, including Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations, Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, and Jerome K. 

Jerome’s Three Men in a Boat. 

The course will consider the ways in which these books responded to their 
historical context, and why they were bestsellers in their own time.

Katharine Easterby holds a doctorate in Victorian Literature from the 
University of Liverpool. She has enjoyed teaching on the English degrees 
both there and at Liverpool Hope University. She is also a member of the 

Gladstone’s Library team.



Programme

Tuesday, 30th August

6pm  Introduction to the course

6.45pm  Dinner

8pm  Talk on Robert Louis Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) 
  The novella will be considered in light of nineteenth-century psychology and science,  
  gender and sexuality, the rise of the New Woman, and the Gothic. 
 

Wednesday, 31st August

9.30am Seminar on Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
  We will discuss the novella in relation to the issues raised in the talk, and consider why  
  Stevenson’s text was a bestseller.

10.30am Coffee break

11am  Talk on Charles Dickens’s Great Expectations (1860-61)
  The novel will be considered in light of evolutionary theory and social class in the 
  Victorian period.

  Free afternoon

5.30pm Seminar on Great Expectations
  We will discuss the novel in relation to the issues raised in the talk, and consider why  
  Dickens’s text sold  so well in its own time.

6.45pm Dinner

7.45pm Screening of David Lean’s Great Expectations (1946) followed by discussion.

Thursday, 1st September

9.30am Seminar on Jerome K. Jerome’s Three Men in a Boat (1889)
  We will consider the autobiographical elements in Jerome’s comic novel and think about  
  it in relation to the emergence of the clerk in the nineteenth century. We will also discuss  
  why the novel was a bestseller.

10.30am Coffee break

11am  Conclusion to the course 


