			
Fri 26th Sat 27th

		

Brexit, Trump and the Common Good

Events

The idea of a ‘global common good’ implies four things
which are increasingly controversial in contemporary 		
political discourse: the ‘global’, the ‘common’, the ‘good’, and
the role of human agency. Michael Northcott discusses		
these elements in light of the current crisis-ridden nature of
democratic decision-making in the United Kingdom and 		
the United States, and ongoing pressures from ‘populist’ 		
political movements in continental Europe.
Residential from £125, non-residential £90.*

2018

NOVEMBER
Sat 3rd Sun 4th

Hearth
Four of the most exciting contemporary writers gather 		
around the fireside to talk about their work. Visit for the day
or make a weekend of it by staying overnight!
Individual tickets £14, Day Tickets £35, Weekend Tickets £60.

Tues 6th

STORYTELLING,
MASTERCLASSES,
FILM, FESTIVALS,
CREATIVE WRITING,
RESIDENTIAL COURSES

Advantages and Pitfalls: Writing Close Family
An evening with November Writer in Residence, Keggie 		
Carew. Keggie’s memoir, Dadland, won the 2017 Costa 		
Biography Award for its spellbinding account of her 		
unorthodox, engaging, complicated father. But writing 		
about a close family member brings with it difficult		
decisions about what to share. Enjoy a tale of biography, 		
history and personal anecdote.

AND MUCH MORE

THERE IS ALWAYS SOMETHING
HAPPENING AT GLADSTONE’S
LIBRARY, FROM LECTURES TO
RESIDENTIAL COURSES TO
MASTERCLASSES.
GLADFEST AND HEARTH, OUR
POPULAR LITERARY FESTIVALS,
RETURN FOR ANOTHER YEAR AND
THERE’S A SUPERB SELECTION OF
WRITERS IN RESIDENCE FOR 2018
LEADING A VARIETY OF SPECIAL
EVENTS.
READ ON TO FIND OUT WHAT
WE HAVE PLANNED INSIDE OUR
BEAUTIFUL BOOK-LINED WALLS...

Tickets £15, includes a copy of Dadland. 8pm.

Thurs 8th Sat 10th

Cracking the Monolith: Liberating the Bible for
Contemporary Life
John Robinson and Jack Spong kept alive the willingness 		
of people of faith to feel the pull of the future. Yet both 		
were avid students of an ancient text — the Bible. This		
combination ensured a creative and lively engagement 		
between past word and present life. Alan Cadwallader’s 		
course seeks to honour their work by exploring new 		
developments in the study of the New Testament.

Calendar of Events 2018

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Sat 10th

JANUARY

Cracking the Monolith: Digging in the Dirt

Tues 2nd	Writer in Residence Submission Opens

Alan Cadwallader delivers this year’s Robinson-Spong
public lecture, considering the challenge of material culture
to metaphysical readings of the Bible.

Now into its eighth year, our prestigious Writer in 		
Residence programme has previously welcomed authors 		
including Natasha Pulley, Jessie Burton and Sarah Perry. 		
The Library is looking for writers to take up residence here 		
in 2019 – could you be one of them? Submission closes 		
30th April.

Tickets £10, includes tea / coffee before the lecture. 11.15am.

Sat 24th

Complex Emotion, Detached Appraisal: Writing
Memoir
A life-writing masterclass with November Writer in 		
Residence, Keggie Carew. Look at memoir’s contradictions;		
its combination of high emotion and objective vision,		
memory, chronology, and where fiction and non-fiction 		
collide. As well as learning to handle personal material as it		
transitions from private space to public sphere, participants
will pen their own personal stories.

	Please visit our website for submission regulations and further
details.

Sat 20th

In this practical masterclass, poet Ian Parks explores the 		
ways in which poems begin to emerge. Starting with 		
a blank page, journal entries, and visual images, the		
session offers insight and encouragement for beginners 		
and some alternative ways of approaching poetry for 		
those with more experience. Write, draft and take a poem 		
or two away with you.

Tickets £35, includes lunch and tea / coffee. 10am.

DECEMBER
From
Sat 1st Christmas Lunch and Christmas Afternoon Tea 		
	
Mon 3rd Wed 5th

Film and Theology
Warden Peter Francis considers a selection of classic and 		
contemporary films from a theological perspective, 		
observing their world-view and the values they promote. 		
Each film shown is award-winning and critically acclaimed.
Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

GLADSTONE’S LIBRARY, CHURCH LANE,
HAWARDEN, FLINTSHIRE, CH5 3DF

Tickets £35, includes lunch and tea / coffee. 10am.

Sun 21st

TEL: +44 (0)1244 532350
EMAIL: ENQUIRIES@GLADLIB.ORG

Love Poetry
A poetry-writing masterclass with Ian Parks aimed at those
with some experience. Explore the notion of love poetry 		
and be encouraged to write some yourself. As many of the 		
greatest love poems in the English language have been		
written in the sonnet form, consider the appropriateness 		
of this medium and go home with a love sonnet of your 		
own!

Registered Charity Number: 701399
Company Registration Number: 02363642

* Discount rates for clergy and students apply.

Events will start promptly at the times stated. Latecomers may not be
admitted.

Approaches to Writing Poetry

Tickets £35, includes lunch and tea / coffee. 10am.

www.gladstoneslibrary.org

www.gladstoneslibrary.org

			

Calendar of Events 2018
FEBRUARY
Sat 3rd Sun 4th

Hearth

continued...
Fri 16th Sat 17th

Individual tickets £14, Day Tickets £35, Weekend Tickets £60.

Writing, Illness and Wellbeing

An evening with February Writer in Residence, poet Polly
Atkin. Join Polly for a discussion and poetry reading
considering the balance we all seek in our lives. For Polly,
writing is part of a wider practice of self-care. Join her for a
thoughtful, reflective evening.

Mon 19th

Tickets £8. 7.30pm.

Fri 6th Sun 8th

Tues 10th

F aith and doubt, folly and failure go together in the
stories of Jesus’s disciples, both in any meaningful creative
endeavour and in real life. Using these perspectives,
Deborah Lewer explores great and lesser works of visual
art from from the Middle Ages to the present day.

 nderstanding Rare Books with Saint Augustine,
U
Dante, Homer & Butler

Tickets £15, includes a copy of Miss Boston and Miss Hargreaves.		
8pm.

Fri 13th Sun 15th

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Fri 27th Sun 29th

Writing the Body
A masterclass with February Writer in Residence, Polly
Atkin. Using examples of writing about bodies in different
scenarios, participants will pen a creative piece of work of
their own.
Tickets £35, includes lunch and tea / coffee. 10am.

Fri 8th Sun 10th

Cleave the Wood and There I Am
 retreat which uses wood carvings and music to prompt
A
imaginative reflection on life in a way that words alone
cannot achieve. React to Christopher Lewis’s carvings, then
hear his own interpretation, followed by music and reflective
silence. A first for Gladstone’s Library!
Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Writer in Residence Submission Closes

Sun 24th Tues 26th

AUGUST
Mon 6th Sun 12th

Hebrew in a Week

Mon 13th Sun 19th

Welsh in a Week

An evening with May Writer in Residence, Cal Flyn, in		
which she considers how human stories can make the		
personal political. Cal’s latest book, Thicker than Water, 		
takes a creative approach to telling the story of the 		
Highland Brigade, responsible for the massacre of 		
hundreds of indigenous Australians. The leader of the 		
Brigade was Angus Macmillan: pioneer, pillar of settler 		
society – and Cal’s relative. This personal relationship 		
informs Cal’s telling of a deeply political story.

Learn the Hebrew alphabet before you arrive and Lyn
Bechtel will gently and discursively guide you through the
rest of the week.
Residential from £600, non-residential £440*

Arrive
with little or no knowledge of Welsh and Julie Brake
will ensure you leave at the end of the week being able to
carry on a conversation in ‘Cymraeg’.
Residential from £600, non-residential £440.*

Mon 20th Sun 26th

Tickets £35, includes lunch and tea / coffee. 10am.

SEPTEMBER

Alibis in the Archives

Back by popular demand, Alibis in the Archives (in 		
association with the Crime Writers Association and the 		
Detection Club) returns for a second year to bring some of 		
the world’s finest crime writers to Hawarden. Prepare 		
for a special line up!

Latin in a Week
Whether you learned Latin at school – or perhaps just 		
wish you had – Robert Parker’s great enthusiasm and 		
skill will teach you the rudiments of Latin in just one week.
Residential from £600, non-residential £440.*

Fri 7th Gladfest
Sun 9th	
Each year it gets better and better! Come and enjoy

our sixth summer literary festival - it’s ‘Gladfab’ as
someone exclaimed! Line up announced 30th April.
Priority booking for Friends opens 2nd May.

Mon 17th Fri 21st

The Prophets: a Different Perspective
Deuteronomic theology forms the foundation of all the 		
prophetic books in the Old Testament, and Christianity 		
has used several Isaiah passages to point to the coming 		
of Jesus. Is this appropriate in light of his portrayal in the 		
Gospels? Lyn Bechtel considers.

Latin Second Steps
 imed at those who have completed Latin in a Week or
A
who have knowledge of Latin to GCSE standard. Read and
understand extracts from the poets, comic playwrights
and prose writers of Classical Latin literature.
Residential from £440, non-residential £300.*

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

JULY
Mon 2nd

Founder’s Day: Annual Gladstone Lecture
One of the most prestigious dates in the Gladstone’s 		
Library calendar. With guest speakers to be announced.
Priority booking for Friends opens 1st May.

Tues 3rd Thurs 5th

The Gladstone Centre Conference: Teaching 		
the Victorians

Sat
22nd Sun 23rd

T he Gladstone Centre’s bi-annual conference with
programme and speakers to be announced!
	
Non-residential only, £160.*

Fri 13th Sun 15th

MAY

Tickets £15, includes a copy of Thicker Than Water. 8pm.

www.gladstoneslibrary.org

Come having familiarised yourself with the Greek alphabet
and let Robert guide you from there.
Residential from £600, non-residential £440.*

A masterclass with May Writer in Residence, Cal Flyn. The 		
author and journalist draws on her working life to share 		
skills of fiction and non-fiction writing. Participants will 		
learn techniques of literary fiction before turning to the		
fast-paced writing and eye for detail that characterises		
reportage. Learn how to blend the two for maximum 		
impact.

Residential from £285, non-residential £110.*

Tues 8th	Making the Personal Political

MARCH
Fri 2nd Sun 4th

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Mon 30th

Mon 30th - 	Greek in a Week
Sun 5th Aug 	Robert Parker teaches New Testament Greek in one week.

Writing Creative Non-Fiction

JUNE

 ou’ve Got to Have a Dream: the Theology of
Y
the Musicals
Building on 25 years of teaching the world’s only university
course on the theology of musical theatre, Ian Bradley 		
explores the extent to which modern musicals focus on 		
deep ‘God talk’ as well as moral, spiritual and pastoral 		
issues. Among the musicals considered are The Sound 		
of Music, Fiddler on the Roof, Godspell, Joseph, Jesus 		
Christ Superstar and Les Misérables.

Residential from £230, non-residential £160*

Sat 24th

 eltic Christianity: Deconstructed and
C
Reconstructed
25 years on from the publication of his best-selling book, 		
The Celtic Way, Ian Bradley re-assesses Celtic Christianity;		
exploring the current revival, establishing what we know		
about the faith and practices of Early Medieval insular 		
Christian communities in the British Isles, and considering 		
themes that can be helpful today.

The Love School: the Pre-Raphaelites and Their
World
Starting as an anti-establishment secret society, the Pre-		
Raphaelite Brotherhood soon set the Victorian art world 		
on fire. In this lavishly-illustrated course, Adrian Sumner 		
looks more closely at John Millais, William Holman-Hunt, 		
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Edward Burne-Jones and the waves
of influence they exerted on William Morris, the Arts and		
Crafts movement, Symbolism, Art Nouveau and more.

The Historical Novel – A Very Slippery Genre
An evening with April Writer in Residence, Rachel Malik. 		
Here at Gladstone’s Library we adore historical fiction – but
why do we all love it so much? Join Rachel as she traces a		
brief history of the historical novel before turning to the		
genre’s apparently unending contemporary appeal.

Tickets £8. 7.30pm.

Fri 23rd Sun 25th

Sat 26th

Utterly Human: Art, Faith and Failure

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Librarian Gary Butler uses the four figures whose statues
adorn the Library - St Augustine, Dante, Homer and the
eighteenth-century philosopher and theologian Joseph
Butler – as guides through a thematic exploration of some
of the Library’s printed treasures. With a special display of
items from the collection.

Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

APRIL

Residential from £125, non-residential £90.*

Mon 19th

The poet Ben Jonson was uncannily prescient when he 		
declared that Shakespeare was ‘not of an age but for all		
time’. But why have Shakespeare’s plays endured? And		
what is it about the idea of ‘Shakespeare’ that continues 		
to signify good taste? Whether you love his plays or find		
them a source of frustration, Emma Rees’s course will		
enrich your understanding and enjoyment of them.

History of the Reading Rooms
Why does Gladstone’s Library look like it does, with 		
crenelated bookcases and carved columns? Join the 		
Library’s Director of Collections and Research, Louisa Yates,
as she suggests some ways of reading the features of our		
famous Reading Rooms - including the staircases and even		
the shelves!

Make Your Writing Dazzle – What’s in the Poet’s
Paintbox?
Judy Brown leads a playful masterclass helping you to 		
brighten up your writing. Explore how colour can be used 		
in a poem, the value of light and contrast, and what
happens when you let your lines loosen up. Relax by 		
sketching in words and see how serious writerly doodling 		
can be. One-to-one sessions with Judy are available as part
of this course.

Taming Shakespeare

Residential from £125, non-residential £90.*

Tickets £15, including a copy of Basic Nest Architecture. 8pm.

Sat 17th Sun 18th

Fri 11th Sun 13th

Based on his book of the same title which joins up current 		
scientific views of reality with Christian theology, this		
course with Don MacGregor looks at some of the big 		
questions around how we think about God and Jesus. 		
Consider quantum consciousness, the power of the		
intentional mind, morphic resonance and other new 		
scientific theories.

F our of the most exciting contemporary writers gather
around the fireside to talk about their work. Visit for the day
or make a weekend of it by staying overnight. A perfect
spring weekend...

Tues 6th

Blue Sky God: the Evolution of Science and
Christianity

The Gladstone Umbrella
 firm favourite of the Gladstone’s Library calendar.
A

Whether you’ve grown up with a love of history and
Victoriana or you’re an academic with a penchant for the
‘Grand Old Man’, the Gladstone Umbrella is for you. Offers
of papers should be sent to d.r.brooks@qmul.ac.uk.
Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

Fri 27th Sun 29th

Seeing Christ in Human Rights
 irtually all of the world’s great religions have endorsed
V

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But what is
it that Christians see when they engage with it? Donn
Mitchell’s course explores the affirmation of dignity,
community and right relationship in the Declaration and
questions how its principles apply within the Church.
Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

TO BOOK, PLEASE CALL 01244 532350 OR EMAIL ENQUIRIES@GLADLIB.ORG

Understanding Islam
Zia Chaudhry is a barrister, trustee of Gladstone’s Library		
and the author of Just Your Average Muslim. Join him for 		
open exploration and discussion of the Islamic religion 		
with many opportunities to ask questions. With the 		
support of the Altajir Trust and Didymus CIO.
Residential from £125, non-residential £90.*

OCTOBER
Fri 12th Sun 14th

Film as Religion, Revisited: Conversations,
Questions and Future Prospects
This weekend brings together John Lyden and Clive Marsh
who have written and conversed about religion and film 		
for 20 years. Take another look at John’s book, Film as 		
Religion: Myths, Morals, and Rituals, and hear his latest 		
reflections. Learn about the broader context of how 		
religion and popular culture inter-relate and consider 		
the advantages and pitfalls of connecting the two.
Residential from £230, non-residential £160.*

www.gladstoneslibrary.org

