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Robinson-spong lectureship
Gladstone’s Library established the Robinson-Spong Lectureship to enable progressive Christian theologians to deliver lectures and lead short courses at the Library. John Robinson and Jack Spong share many connections but maybe the most important is their passionate concern with the truth. It is a concern that we at Gladstone’s Library also share. We hope that by setting up this Lectureship and providing people with the opportunity to listen to some of the leading liberal theologians of our day, we will be continuing the work of two men who have inspired many people to look at their faith in a new light. 

The rt revd dr john a.t. Robinson
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Bishop John Robinson was one of the leading liberal theologians of his day. A brilliant New Testament scholar, he was Bishop of Woolwich from 1959 – 1969 and then Dean of Trinity College, Cambridge until his untimely death in 1983. Considered a major force in shaping liberal Christian theology, his unconventional views on moral and political questions meant that he was often in the news. Although a prolific writer, he is best remembered for Honest to God whose publication in 1963 caused great controversy but has answered its critics by proving to be the biggest selling religious book since Pilgrim’s Progress.  John Robinson was a firm believer in the need to be completely honest about the ways in which the Christian faith is presented to a modern society and in Honest to God he set out those personal convictions, challenging the Church to re-think many of its conventional beliefs and practices. The collection of John Robinson was bequeathed to the Library last year and is now housed in the Robinson Room.
The Rt Revd John Shelby Spong

[image: image2.jpg]


Jack Spong began his ministry in North Carolina and Virginia and was made Bishop of Newark, New Jersey in 1976. Arguably the most controversial Bishop in the Anglican world and certainly the most widely read, friends and foes alike would recognise him as the leading proponent of liberal Christianity. Jack Spong’s ministry and personal journey have confronted issues from racism, sexism and homophobia. He has been an eloquent defender of the rights of the marginalised in the Church and a trenchant critic of fundamentalist readings of the Bible that have been used to exclude people from the church on grounds of colour, gender or sexual orientation. His writings have not only addressed these issues but have consistently looked at the Jewish roots of the gospels, helping people to re-think their understandings of the virgin birth, the resurrection and of sin and morality. His many publications include Resurrection: myth or reality? (1994), Rescuing the Bible from fundamentalism (1991), Liberating the Gospels (1996), Why Christianity must change or die (1998), and A new Christianity for a new world (2001). He has led hugely successful courses at Gladstone’s Library for many years and was made a Fellow of the Library in 2002. He and his wife, Christine, continue to support our work through the US Friends of Gladstone’s Library, Inc.
